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Covid and Ramadan - Abdool Kadir and Usmaan Mohamed

Mosques are practising social distancing and the use of facemasks. Mosque have adjusted their practices due to Covid. Now people do not shake hands and this has been one of the most difficult things to change as the congregation is used shaking hands. We also take the temperature before entering mosques and also trying to contact trace. We are promoting the importance of social distancing, hand washing, and vaccination. The mosque is telling the community that the vaccine is Halal and it is not against religious beliefs. But even if there were animal products in the vaccine, the mosque would still recommend vaccination in the context of the pandemic.

Makki mosque have had vaccination sessions at the mosque working with the GP practice. They have created a vaccination hub at the mosque and are getting the message across to the Muslim community that people should get vaccinated. They are calling on people not to listen to conspiracy theories, and to use reliable sources of information. So the mosque has been very active with the vaccine.

Abdool said that the Federation of Mosques have said that mosques should help out with vaccination. In Heeley the mosque is saying that it is important for people to get vaccinated even if this could affect fasting.  People do have genuine concerns, but the vaccination rates have gone up. There are also people with different languages that can help translate. In Ramadan, people still need to get vaccinated. Need to build on existing momentum to get people vaccinated. Important for people to get vaccinated in Ramadan.

ISRAAC is launching a Somali vaccine helpline. 

Elaine Goddard (SCC) is wanting to showcase all the great local work that is being done. 

Shipshape: There has been an increase in people vaccinating thanks to the Makki mosque clinincs, and they know this because the GP practice has told them. After vaccinating events at the mosque vaccination rates have increased.

Abdool - having vaccination in places of worship has increased confidence in the vaccine. Social media has played a bad role so when people see vaccination in mosques and see the Imam saying people should get vaccinating it increases vaccination rates. Mosque are playing a crucial and pivotal role.

Usmaan - it is very important to listen to people and their concerns. Accepting that people do have the right to be concerned. Do not dismiss people and their concerns but listen and answer their concerns. You can direct people to the best source for the answers to their concerns.

Nuhu: it is important that people with authority in the community answer questions as they have the authority and do not tend get dismissed.

Abdool Kadir: The Federation of mosques in South Yorkshire are encouraging all Muslims to be vaccinated. The Federation of mosques and listening cancel at encouraging vaccination. Also using Friday prayer to get the message out in favour of vaccination and addressing concerns. There has been a unified message from mosques in favour of the vaccine.

Shipshape Tanya: Sharing videos with the local Imams talking about vaccine has been important. The unified message by local leaders and Imam has been important. Using Friday prayer for unified message. 

People want the right to information and then they can change their mind. Pop-up clinics make a difference. Shipshape works with GP practices. GP practices give Shipshape contact details.  Shipshape has health trainers in GP practices. Health trainers speak different languages. Darnall Well Being is also phoning people that the GP practice has identified as vaccine hesitant.  People can ask questions. 

Long Covid presentation (Maggie Quinn)

Sheffield Teaching Hospitals have developed services for long covid. They need to reach communities, so hope that contacting Covid Confidence will allow them to reach the communities that they need to reach with information about long covid treatment. 

Sheffield teaching hospitals have developed services with the involvement of patients. They have included patient voice. They had interviewed patients, from these conversations they have developed strategies to address concerns. People were confused about which organisation to contact. This also pointed to the fact that services were disjointed and there was no coordination between different organisations. This information came from interviewing patients. This led them to bring together the different health organisations in Sheffield and this allowed them to develop a pathway that patients need to follow to get treatment. The pathway is about who patients need to contact at each stage in order to get treatment and this was developed from patient interviews. They are trying to keep patient voice at the centre and to create an integrated response which is usually difficult to achieve. Integration is difficult to achieve.

The message is: If you have long Covid you need to go to your GP first. Once you have had a diagnosis you can be directed to a specialist, a community organisation, or self-care.

They are asking Community organisations to tell people who have symptoms to go to their GP. Local organisations should direct people to their GPs. They can also support to people going through various specialists.

Darnall Well Being and Sally Fowler Davies are recruiting people with long Covid to do a study. Darnall Well Being is working with AWRC on Long Covid. Who to approach locally is a key point. Which are the local and neighbourhood organisations that can reach hard to reach communities.

Community Champions

Community Champions are important in passing on information, to support people who self-isolate, to encourage vaccine uptake. Talked about them supporting the iVan, which is being sent by SCC to Darnall and Tinsley to share videos and messages about Covid – Friday 7th May. 

Conclusion
It is important to have a consistent message
It is important that a leader says the message that leaders will be different. The leader is someone who the community trusts and respects. Role models and peer support are important.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Next time hoping to talk about young people and Covid, plus continue to look at vaccine uptake in different communities and how to support.


