5th Darnall Covid Confidence Session
17th March 2021

Present:   Fran Arnold, Janet Harris, Jack Czauderna, Ian Bowns, 
Guest speakers: Mark Swancott (SCC), Richard Crosby (CCG vaccine rollout), Dr Lucy Cormack (7 Hills PCN), Dr. Anthony Gore (GP and CCG)

Richard Kennedy, Sarah O’Grady, Dr. Radha Bridger, Kinder Kalsi, Gina Kalsi, Nuhu Jallow, Sam Henriquez, Paul Snelling, Dennis Ward, Paulina Ramirez, Aziz Muthana, Joy Arnott, Albena Dimitrova, Pam Daniel VAS, Susannah Brewer ISRAAC, Reem Kaid, Amy Nash, Nusrat, Riyal, Elaine Goddard, Jo-Anne Van Levesley, Susi Miller

Community testing bus and iVan

Mark Swancott spoke about the SCC community testing bus, which will provide support, advice including financial. Will offer lateral flow tests on the spot and also distribute to take home, plus info re vaccinations. Available 7 days a week between 9.00 – 17.00hrs. 2 staff on testing and one from the Test & Trace team. 
Community groups can book the bus and Covid digital street champions could work with them.
A breakout room talked about getting a video of the bus (outside and in) - could we get someone to walk through the bus and video it to share on social media before it comes? Visual to show what it is – doesn’t need to have wording any wording, so can avoid language issue. Lots of research shows that this really helps people engage with spaces. Covid Champions to publicise testing bus and i-Van in their everyday interactions. 

Vaccine rollout

Richard Crosby – managing rollout across Sheffield. Good vaccine coverage from the data they’ve got across each vaccine cohort so far - over 90% uptake in over 70s as at 17.03.21. Working well thanks to the work being done at the sites – everyone going the extra mile to deliver the vaccine. Working with networks to establish best way to deliver vaccines to the remaining adult population. 

Lucy Cormack (Clinical Director of 7 Hills PCN) – It seems that the people who are at highest risk from Covid are happily taking it up – think take up may reduce for younger population. Amazing experience so far, brilliant to be a part of it and have the network working together and see some hope. Getting much harder to get people in as they move down the cohort. Texting first, as they can book in direct via text. They text 3 times, then phone, then send a letter. They’ve now sent letter to anyone remaining in high risk cohort who haven’t taken vaccine yet. GPs also giving list to DWB, who call for in depth discussions about vaccine hesitancy. The conversations definitely help however…is more needed? 
News has made it harder this week – but the risk from Covid is a lot greater than the risk from blood clots. They are seeing the benefits from people having the vaccine – reduction in hospital admissions. Information about the low risk of blood clots with Astra Zeneca needs to be shared. 
Across cohorts 1-9, 28% are still outstanding to be done in Darnall. Talked about community popups if there is a suitable site. Sometimes seeing others in the community being vaccinated helps encourage others. Aziz and Israac can help with vaccination in Darnall - supports Covid Response team, wants thoughts and ideas on how they can improve uptake. 
DWB and SCCT volunteers could help with vaccine hesitant but perhaps need to be invited by Lucy Cormack. Gina and Kinder are coming across people who struggle to get far or are carers. CCG – if there are reasons why people can’t get there, they want to know. City Taxis have put up money themselves to transport people for vaccination – confirmed post call that this support is available through practices when the patient is booking, if they say they have no other way of getting to the clinic.
Vaccines and Younger People

Anthony Gore (GP from CCG) – really big success story, well over a third of Sheffield population vaccinated as at 17.03.21. For it to be a real success, though, we need to get the vast majority vaccinated, and we really need to get into understanding those groups and their concerns. Young people (18-40) especially – there is a really key message to them that if they don’t get vaccinated, it will carry on spreading and carry on mutating, and all the lockdowns, distancing, etc will have been a waste of time. This could be a bigger motivation than the idea of protecting older people. Also the message that you don’t have to get very ill with Covid to be ill with Long Covid after, and young people are getting it too. Vaccine isn’t just about you – it’s for the whole of society as a collective.

One breakout room talked about youth, dealing with own teenagers re going out and about universities. A lot of young people have already had Covid, so can’t see a need to be vaccinated now. Need to stress need to protect others – not just self. 

SCC comms – Elaine is trying to encourage coproduction. Paulina – Covid Champions youth discussion would be good. Young adults who are one step up in age from the ones you’re trying to reach are the most effective in helping reach them. 

Actions:

· Find out what messages get young adults and young people to consider vaccine. 
· Find out what has worked with university students. 

· Stay updated on what ‘digital street’ looks like for young people and how it can be used for messaging.

Vaccines and Ramadan
Information about getting vaccine during Ramadan was shared by Riyal. Information about this has been shared by the British Islamic Medical Association:
https://britishima.org/operation-vaccination/hub/statements/#FAST
Don’t want people to miss second dose because of thinking they shouldn’t have during Ramadan. During Ramadan, you are allowed to defer a fasting day if you need to take medication/vaccine (because it is better for you and the community). Aziz – older people don’t actually have to fast, but likely to be stubborn and insist on doing so. Helps if mosques could stress that the vaccine can still be taken, to persuade them. Riyal – there are different teachings in Islam about medications – some say you can’t use insulin during fasting, for instance, others say you can.

Strategies for involving imams and/or management committee in Darnall/Tinsley mosques. Sharrow has done a lot working with imams and community people – they have another meeting on 1st April on Covid Confidence. See how Sharrow can share how they successfully engaged, to see what lessons we can learn. 
What about other faiths, e.g. black Caribbean church goers? Another channel of communication – something to try and find out from Abdul at SCCT. Elaine – there is a Covid faith group that FaithStar organise. Leaders from different faiths attend – talk about what to communicate to congregations, ask questions about what they can do under restrictions, etc. Any Darnall leaders present?
Covid Street Champions

Dennis gave background on Covid Street Champions proposal. Cancer Champions was similar – Elaine met with Colin Havard yesterday to offer any learning from a citywide perspective things that work well, etc. Elaine Goddard can help accessing young people. Getting slightly older young people to speak to the younger ones has been shown to work well - e.g. those aged 20 to 25 to speak with those 15 to 20. Can we recruit some 20 to 25 year olds to be ‘Covid Digital Street Champions’ because people need both social media and face to face contact with each other? Need to try and find out who are the voices in the community, so that the Covid Champions know who to go to, to reach people?

Riyal – in Burngreave they are collecting information about areas where Somalis are still hesitant/sceptical and then trying to have conversations with them about this. Where to have these conversations is limited to an extent by Covid restrictions – e.g. food drop offs, at the market, on WhatsApp groups – will vary depending on where people are able to go/what they are able to do. But it seems that positive messages are being increasingly received. 
Jack – street work has worked for SCCT. Link in with the i-Van/testing bus. Likely to need to remind people about the need to isolate and support that, too. Maybe even knock on doors to talk about vaccines, too. 

A breakout room talked about Jack's positive idea of keeping COVID champions going after the pandemic, also to ensure they come from all communities.  Also the idea that they could be both street and digital street champions.  Find out which activities and outcomes are going to be documented, and if any branding will be associated with them, so people can identify them as a trusted source. 

Future session ideas
Reaching young people

Covid Street Champions

